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              SEEKING TO EXPAND OUR SERVICE 

 

We are tremendously grateful for the work of the conference committee 

and the co-chairs, Natasha Fillipova and Liz Rowley, for providing such a 

rich professional experience at the annual conference. In seeking to build 

on the enthusiasm from that weekend together, the TESL Sask board 

intends to engage in strategic planning to give focused attention to specific 

goals and means by which the board can expand and strengthen its service 

to you—our membership. With six returning members on the board, we 

will draw on this continuity and experience while also adding fresh 

perspectives and ideas from new board members, as we intentionally 

pursue identifiable outcomes which demonstrate our commitment to 

enhanced service over this next year. 

I’ll begin this edition of the newsletter by highlighting recent events of 

note. We are grateful for . . .  

 the success of the TESL Sask/Sask TEAL Conference and the 

work of the conference committee and numerous volunteers; 

 Shannon Storey as the 2018 recipient of the TESL Sask Lifetime 

Award—recognizing her faithful and profound service to the ELT 

profession; thank you for your many years of exemplary labour in 

numerous ways, both seen and unseen! 

 Kim Pratt and Tehreem Zafar, for their work on the board this past 

year; 

 welcoming new board members, Selinda England and Myrina 

Rutten-James. 

As the board gives time over the next several months to strategically think 

about how to use our resources well—both financial and human—to 

strengthen and expand the services of TESL Sask, please consider ways in 

which you can help the board, such as joining a committee. In addition, we 

eagerly welcome your views and ideas. Please feel free to email me 

darreng.teslsask@gmail.com or any other representative on the board—we 

want to serve you well in the coming year. 

 
 

Darren Gordon 

TESL Sask Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs and 

viewpoints expressed by the various 

authors do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of 
TESL Saskatchewan Inc. 
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Meet the      2018/2019 TESL Saskatchewan Board 

 

    

 
TESL SASKATCHEWAN’S MISSION 2018 

 
THE PURPOSE OF TESL SASKATCHEWAN IS TO REPRESENT AND FACILITATE THE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND ACCREDITATION 

OF “ENGLISH AS A SUBSEQUENT LANGUAGE” EDUCATORS. 
 

 
 

TESL SASKATCEWAN’S VISION 2018 
 

AS A MEMBER FOCUSED ORGANIZATION, TESL SASKATCHEWAN WILL BE THE REGOGNIZED SOURCE FOR REPRESENTATION, FOR 
PROFESSIONAL DEVLEOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND ACCREDITATION FOR ALL EDUCATIONS OF “ENGLISH AS A SUBSEQUENT 

LANGUAGE IN SASAKTCHEWAN.” 
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We would like to introduce your new board members along with the zones 
they represent.  We look forward to serving.  
 
Saskatoon  Regina          Rural 
Liliana Dominguez Myrina Rutten-James        Katie Burham 
Marco Milani  Natayla Filippova        Darren Gordon-Chair 
Vacant   Ricardo Arisnabarreta           Seldina England  
   
 

Board Assistant: Lisa Morhart, Regina 
 

 

TESL Saskatchewan 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED 
 
TESL Saskatchewan Board of Directors 
 
TESL Saskatchewan is still looking for a one (1) Director to represent the Saskatoon district.  All expenses 
are covered for Board Members and the board meets around 4 times a year.  If you are interested please 
email Lisa Morhart at teslsask@gmail.com. 
 
TESL Saskatchewan Committee Interest 
 
If you have skills or interest in any of our standing committees we encourage you to join and get involved. 
We have opening in our PD Committee, Bursary & Awards Committee, Conference Committee and 
Communication Committee. Please contact Lisa Morhart by e-mail teslsask@gmail.com if you are 
interesting in assisting. 
 
 

mailto:teslsask@gmail.com
mailto:teslsask@gmail.com


 Winner of the 2018 Jake Kutarna PD Award ! 
 

 
 

 

  
  

 

2018 TESL SASK BURSARY RECIPENTS! 
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Selinda spent most of her 17-year teaching career in Japan. There, Selinda taught 

predominately within the post-secondary/higher education system; first, mentoring 

students in two-year college programs, and later, as a part-time lecturer at Showa 

Women’s University (Tokyo) and Tokai University (Shonan) teaching EAP reading 

and writing courses to first and second year students from a variety of majors. 

  

During her time in Japan, Selinda was heavily involved in professional development. 

She joined the Yokohama chapter of the Japan Association of Language Teachers 

(JALT) where she often presented on topics related to education technology and 

flipped learning. Selinda’s proudest achievements are her 10+ publications which 

include: Accents Asia, a journal for Columbia University TESOL graduate program 

alumni and JALT’s nationwide journal, The Language Teacher. All publications can 

be viewed on her Academia.edu page listed below.  

 

Having returned to Canada in August 2017 and keen to connect with other educators, 

Selinda immediately joined TESL Saskatchewan. She most recently presented at the 

TESL SK/ SK TEAL annual conference held this past April in Regina where she 

spoke on “Fun Tech for the ESL Classroom” and “Using Nunan’s Task Chain for 

Collaborative, Language Learning Social Justice Writers”. Selinda was also a member 

of the conference planning committee, representing rural TESL SK members.  

Selinda is currently employed at Saskatchewan Polytechnic (Moose Jaw) where she 

mentors one-on-one and facilitates workshops to promote academic and career success 

for the 400+ International and Permanent Resident students on campus.  

 

Selinda plans to utilize this award to gain greater awareness of the ESL needs of 

students within the province. Currently, she is completing research on cultural 

intelligence and its implications in the Canadian workplace for non-native English 

speakers. Selinda’s research interests include: Leadership in TESOL, Educational 

Technology, EAP Writing, Collaborative & Task-based Language Learning, and 

Language & Identity. She can be reached on Twitter @selinda_e, or on Academia at: 

http://independent.academia.edu/SelindaEngland. Her ePortfolio can be viewed at 

https://www.livetext.com/visitors_pass/ using the Visitor Pass Code: FFDDBFBC.  

 

TESL Saskatchewan 

 

Selinda England 

To apply for one of our scholarships 
please go to 

http://www.teslsask.com/scholarship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TESL Sask would like to congratulate the following recipients of our 2018 TESL Sask 

Bursaries in Memory of Wayne Eger and Myrna Firman. 
 

Martin Yadkoo 
Jialin Li 

Thanh Nhan Vo 
 

We thank all applicants for their submissions and encourage everyone to apply again next year. 
 
   

http://independent.academia.edu/SelindaEngland
https://www.livetext.com/visitors_pass/
http://www.teslsask.com/


  

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TESL SASK BURSARY RECEIPIENTS 

I am writing to express my sincere gratitude to you for making the TESL 

Saskatchewan Wayne Eger and Myrna Firman Learner Scholarships possible. I was 

thrilled to learn of my selection for this honour and I am deeply appreciative of your 

support.  

 

I am a student who entered LINC CLB 5-6 Class Saskatchewan lntercultural 

Association (SIA) on November 27, 2017. I am currently enrolled in Saskatchewan 

Polytechnic taking a Distance Education Certificate Major in Early Childhood 

Education(ECE) with hopes of becoming an Early Childhood Educator.  

 

I am an immigrant to Canada, a single mom with a teenaged boy. The financial 

assistance you provided will be of great help to me in paying my educational 

expenses, and it will allow me to concentrate more of my time for studying. I can be 

certified to work before I graduate from Level I. When I graduate from the certificate 

program, I am eligible to apply through the Ministry of Education to become a 

licensed Level II ECE. My future study goal is to enter the Early Childhood Education 

Diploma program. Thanks to you, I am one step closer to that goal.  

 

Thank you again for your generosity and support. I promise you I will study hard and 

eventually give something back to others. 

 

 

My name is Thanh Nhan Vo. I immigrated to Canada in 2016 and have resided in 

Regina since then.  

 

Before moving to Canada, I had worked as an internal medicine doctor and a lecturer 

for Ho Chi Minh City University of Medicine and Pharmacy in Vietnam for 15 years. 

When arriving in Canada, in order to find a pathway to work in medicine, I first started 

improving my English by attending the IELTS preparation course, the LINC program 

in Saskatchewan Polytechnic, and recently the ESL program of the University of 

Regina. In addition, I studied the personal care worker course, the standard first aid, 

CPR course at St. John Ambulance in 2016. I also worked as a volunteer at Emergency 

Department and Surgical Intensive Care Unit, Regina General Hospital from October 

2016 to March 2017 to get acquainted with the hospital environment and to learn 

communication skills with patients’ relatives.  

 

After two years making hard efforts to improve my English, I have decided to apply for 

the After Degree Nursing Program as I believe this would ultimately be the best option 

for me to begin my new medical career in Canada. At the moment, I have been 

accepted into Faculty of Arts to take several prerequisite admission requirements 

courses to apply for the After Degree Nursing Program, Fall semester 2019. For 

example, English 100 and Indigenous studies 100. Moreover, I must complete 

additional courses such as a re-certification course on First Aid and CPR, a 

Transferring Lifting Repositioning certificate and a Workplace Hazardous Materials 

Information System course before the nursing program starts in September 2019.  

 

Therefore, once I receive this TESL Saskatchewan student bursary, I will use the whole 

scholarship for paying the tuition fees of the above courses, as a preparation step for 

the long-term goal, which is to complete the nursing program. Added by my previous 

professional experiences, I feel confident that I can become a good nurse in Canada 

and make a significant contribution to the local community.  

 

Thank you so much for your trust and support. 

 

JIALIN LI

 

THANH NHAN VO

 



 

 

TESL SASK LIFE TIME AWARD RECEPIENT 

 

Shannon Storey was born in Rosthern, Sask. and grew up in Wilkie, Shellbrook, Kindersley, and Swift 

Current before moving to Saskatoon for university in 1976. Originally, she intended to be a lawyer, but 

fortunately while supervising Public Legal Education Association of Saskatchewan events for immigrant 

and refugee learners at the Saskatoon Open Door Society, she discovered that English language learners 

were generally more fun than lawyers and started volunteering at SODS. She completed the Postgraduate 

Diploma in TESL at McGill University in 1984 and returned to Saskatoon to finish a B.Ed. while 

teaching ESL part time at Saskatoon Regional College. 

Shannon taught in Tokyo for three years, with responsibility for adult, high school and TESL classes 

offered by the English Language Education Council. Upon returning to Canada, she spent three years 

teaching in rural K-12 schools and not incidentally marrying Perdue-area farmer Brian Gamble before 

returning to adult education.  

  

Through the 1990’s, TESL positions were not plentiful in Saskatchewan, so while pursuing her Master’s 

degree in Adult and Continuing Education and teaching distance courses for the then-new distance-

delivered CERTESL program, Shannon worked in the area of community development and gender 
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MARTIN  YADKOO 

 

 My name is Martin Yadkoo from Iraq, I was a student at the Architecture 

engineering in Iraq. I emigrated from Iraq with my family after the 

conflicts and wars in Iraq to Canada. 

  

When I came to Canada I had some difficulties and obstacles but with 

perseverance and hard work I managed to overcome many things. I am 

now a student at ESL050 after I successfully completed the ESL040.  

 

During my previous semester, I was studying and working a part time job 

at the same time. I have many targets in the future, one of them is to 

become an active person and help this society. The other one is to earn 

knowledge because knowledge and education are simple ways to do useful 

and meaningful works to the people.  

 

In addition, I would like to thank everyone who help me in my study from 

my family, my teachers, and I would like to thank TESL for this initiative. 

 



equality, mostly within the National Farmers Union, interspersed with occasional substitute and term 

teaching at Saskatoon Open Door, SIAST and the University of Saskatchewan’s Centre for Second 

Language Instruction. In 2000, near the end of her three-year term as national Women’s President of the 

National Farmers Union, she accepted a part-time position assisting CERTESL academic coordinator 

Ruth Epstein as CERTESL academic advisor and TEFL Intensive program coordinator. In 2004, when the 

university’s Extension Division was transformed into the Centre for Continuing and Distance Education, 

her core position morphed into that of Academic Coordinator for CERTESL. 

Shannon became a program recognition adjudicator for TESL Canada in 2001, a position which then 

included a requirement of participation on TESL Canada’s Standards committee. Eventually, Shannon left 

the program adjudication position and become the committee chair, while serving concurrently as chair of 

TESL Saskatchewan’s accreditation committee and TESL Saskatchewan board representative for the 

teacher training sector and eventually as TESL Saskatchewan president. The TESL Canada standards 

committee chair position became a board position, which Shannon filled until 2012. As TESL 

Saskatchewan past president, she then served as TESL Saskatchewan representative on the TESL Canada 

board until the fall of 2014. 

After TESL Ontario established its accreditation program in 2002, it became clear that many Ontario 

teachers applying for admission to CERTESL needed a path to provincial accreditation that gave them 

appropriate recognition for training obtained outside of TESL Ontario-recognized programs. Shannon and 

Ruth worked with TESL Ontario to develop a Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) plan 

which began its pilot phase at the University of Saskatchewan in 2004 under Shannon’s oversight. 

Eventually, demand grew heavy enough that TESL Ontario made it a permanent program that still 

operates out of the TESL Ontario office. In the meantime, the University also piloted PLAR for TESL 

Canada under Shannon’s direction. TESL Canada also took over its own PLAR administration after 

demand was well-established. 

Currently, Shannon chairs of the Board of Directors for the Centre for Canadian Language Benchmarks 

and continues to serve as a member of TESL Saskatchewan’s Accreditation Committee. She also serves 

as postsecondary training representative on SKTEAL, the professional growth network for K-12 EAL 

educators within the Saskatchewan Teachers Federation. 

As CERTESL academic coordinator, Shannon has constantly pushed the need for accessible, 

comprehensive training for teachers working with English language learners within both adult and pre-K-

12 programs. This led to the federally- and provincially-funded creation of the course TESL 36 – Literacy 

in TESL/TESD in 2004-5 and the establishment of the CERTESL-based Additional Qualification 

Certificate in TEAL for K-12 teachers by the Board of Teacher Education and Certification in 2005. After 

many years of promotional work by a variety of K-12 educators, the university’s College of Education 

has finally redeveloped the 2005 AQC into a formal Post Degree Certificate in EAL Education 

(PDCEAL) that shares courses with CERTESL but is better tailored overall to meet needs originally 

identified in 2005 by the provincial Ministry of Education, the teachers who created SKTEAL, and some 

of their K-12 Boards of Education. As CERTESL lead, Shannon now partners with PDCEAL lead Nadia 

Prokopchuk in the College of Education to ensure that both adult and K-12 educators are able to obtain 

the training required to meet the educational needs of English language learners. 

After so many years in the teacher training field, one of Shannon’s greatest pleasures is encountering 

former and current student-teachers at conferences and workshops. Many of her former student-teachers 

now have far more English language teaching experience and skill than Shannon does herself – which is 

the way it should be. 
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                    TESL Saskatchewan Accreditation Changes 

 
 

Spring is finally here! The purpose of this email is to answer some of your questions regarding the significant and 

important changes in the TESL Saskatchewan accreditation standards. The Accreditation Committee has worked 

hard and with purpose to improve various aspects of teacher accreditation. We listened to you when we presented 

and explained the new standards during our last conference. This is a learning curve for all, and though there are 

some bumps in the road, we will continue working to make sure that TESL Sask is ready for what we need now 

and in the future. Yes, changes can be scary, but it is our ability to adapt that defines us all.  

In case you missed our presentation, here are some quick notes and some FAQs.  

 

The changes that have been made are intended to provide an additional standard that will meet the needs of 

educational assistants and other similar professionals, as well as a much clearer connection to the accreditation 

standards of TESL Canada. The main goal is to put more value to your expertise and experience, and to encourage 

you to continue your professional growth.  

 

Here is a brief outline of the changes that have been made, detailing the three (3) standards: 

 

1. TESL Sask Intro (Standard 1): University degree + 100 hrs. (methodology and theory) and a minimum 

of 20 hours in a supervised adult ESL/EFL classroom practicum + positive performance reviews (no 

teaching experience required). 

2. TESL Sask Competency in TESL (Standard 2): This standard has two statuses, interim and full. Both 

standards require: University degree + 250 hours (methodology and theory) and a minimum of 30 hours of 

classroom observation and 20 hours of supervised teaching in a supervised adult ESL/EFL classroom 

practicum + positive performance reviews. 

a. TESL Sask Competency in TESL: zero (0) hour of teaching is required. To maintain interim 

status, teachers must prove at least 750 teaching hours every 5 years. 

b. TESL Sask Competency in TESL (Senior): 2000 hours of teaching experience (500 hours 

maximum in adult ESL/EFL program administration. In other words, 1500 hours minimum in 

adult ESL/EFL teaching). To renew full status, teachers must prove at least 25 PD hours every 5 

years.  

3. TESL Sask Mastery in TESL (Standard 3): Applicants must meet TESL Sask Competency in TESL 

requirements (standard 2) + MA or PhD in Applied Linguistics, Education, or TESOL + positive 

performance reviews. 3500 hours of teaching experience (1500 hours minimum in adult ESL/EFL 

teaching). 

In addition to this summary, please see the TESL Sask website, which give further details of current accreditation 

standards with the changes that have been made. 

Additionally, we have important information for TESL Canada accredited members in good standing. From May 

1, 2018 until April 30, 2019 only, the Accreditation Committee will accept TESL Canada Accreditation to grant 

members TESL Saskatchewan accreditation. You MUST submit two things if you want to do so. 1) Send us a 

signed letter stating that we can ask TESL Canada about your accreditation and 2) Send a copy of your TESL 

Canada accreditation in your package and an e-file (a PDF – colour – scan copy of your certificate). The name in 

your certificate MUST match your documents. Please, highlight your certificate number in your photocopy.  

More information will be available on our website soon, including FAQ. Should you have any questions, do not 

hesitate to contact the Accreditation Committee.  

 

Sincerely, 

Darren Gordon, Chair and Ricardo Arisnabarreta, Vice-Chair  

TESL Saskatchewan Board of Directors 
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NEWLY-ACCREDITED ESL TEACHERS 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following people who recently became accredited 
teachers of English as a Second Language with TESL Saskatchewan! 
 

Patricia Birch- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 
Lisa Birkland- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior  

Christine Blair- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 
Jean Campbell- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 

Jean Dales- Competency in TESL Standard 2 
Selinda England- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 

Crystal Meakin-Competency in TESL Standard 2 
Felicia Olmstead- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 

Chad Parker- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 
Shanda Quinlan- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 
Shanti Thomas- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 

Rebecca Bowerin-Competency in TESL Standard 2 
Tracey Gienow- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 
Verna Johnson- Competency in TESL Standard 2- Senior 

Nadejda Sawaca- Competency in TESL Standard 2 
Hongju Tang- Competency in TESL Standard 2 

Ricardo Arisnabarreta Montejo- Mastery in TESL Standard 3 
Jacqueline Spalding- Mastery in TESL Standard 3 

 
We invite our members to inquire about becoming an accredited ESL 

teacher.  Whether you are beginning the process or wrapping up, you can 
access information on our website at www.teslsask.com or email your 

questions to teslsask@gmail.com .  The timing has never been better! 
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TESL CANADA UPDATE 
 

We would like to share news from TESL CANADA last meeting held on April 30
th

, 2018 on 

line.   

  

  

TESL Saskatchewan 

Box 37067 
Regina, SK   S4S 7K3 
teslsask@gmail.com 

 

Find us on the Web: 
http://www.teslsask.com/ 
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TESL CANADA UPDATE 
 

We would like to share news from TESL CANADA last meeting held on April 30
th

, 2018 on line.   

 TESL Canada will hold the Annual General meeting in New Brunswick on June 9
th

.  Board members will 

be invited to join by Zoom and the meeting is scheduled at 2pm ADT  

 Nomination forms have been updated on the TESL CANADA website. 

 TESL CANADA will reopen TTPR in-house for annual reports and renewal purposes only as of June 1 

 TESL CANADA JOURNAL.  2017 special issue published; regular issue for 2017 currently in 

publication process; call for papers for 2018 special issue is out (June 15 deadline).  

 Provincial Reps Committee- Celia Logan (ATESL) has graciously agreed to Co Chair with  L. 

Dominguez.  Out first joint meeting is scheduled for the week of May 23th to 28
th

. 

Liliana Dominguez- TESL Canada Rep 

 

http://www.teslsask.com/
mailto:teslsask@gmail.com
http://www.teslsask.com/


 
 

TESL Sask/ SKTEAL Conference Update 
 

 

The year’s TESL Sask/SKTEAL Conference held in Regina was a great success! 

 

We received many positive comments about the venue, presenters, keynote speakers and 

food. This year, attendance was affected by a number of events scheduled on the same day as 

the conference, but we still welcomed around 200 attendees.   

 

This year’s conference star was keynote speaker Vesna Nikolic! Her presentation, 

‘Fascinated by the Brain’ was a huge success and drew the most positive comments from our 

attendees.   A big thank you to Umit Bozz and Belinda C Daniels for their valuable input to 

the conference content.    

 

It was a pleasure to host the conference and welcome the attendees.   Thank you to the 

conference attendees for your feedback. Your insight and comments will help the planning 

committee moving forward.     

 

Kudos to the conference committee team, volunteers and all who dedicated their time and 

professional expertise to make this conference a success.   

 

We look forward to seeing everyone at the conference on April 12-13th, 2019 held at the 

Radisson Hotel in downtown Saskatoon.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FYI:  If you are considering enrolling in a TESL training program, 
remember that not all programs can be used for the formal TESL training 

requirement.  Don’t hesitate to inquire if you want to be sure you are 

making the right choice. 
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